Global-Scale Impacts of climate
change: QUEST-GSI

A project under the Natural Environment
Research Council QUEST programme

Assessing the worldwide
consequences of climate change

QUEST is a multidisciplinary £23M pro-
gramme of the Natural Environment Re-
search Council aiming to answer policy
relevant questions on the global environ-
ment. QUEST-GSI is one of the projects
under QUEST and its key aim is to better
quantify the impacts of climate change in
a consistent way across the entire globe
and across various sectors such as crops
and water resources.

Climate change impacts studies to date
have often focussed on a particular re-
gion or sector. The climate and socio-
economic futures used are often incon-
sistent across different impacts studies.
This makes it difficult to accurately as-
sess impacts at the global-scale and to
compare the impacts for different climate
change and socio-economic scenarios.

The project will consider the impacts of
climate change on:

. water resources;
. flooding;
. crops and ecosystems.

It will consider how impacts in these sec-
tors might affect each other and how they
combine to affect food security and hu-
man health and well-being. Impacts will be
assessed under a consistent set of cli-
mate and socio-economic scenarios and
span current estimates of uncertainty.

Vulnerability to climate change is a func-
tion of the magnitude of impact and the
ability of the impacted economy and soci-
ety to cope. The project is therefore also
examining and developing indicators of
coping capacity.

The QUEST-GSI project involves re-
searchers from the following institu-
tions:



