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About the Royal Commission

A The Commission was established by Royal Warrant in 1970
A It is independent of Government
A 12 Members, supported by a full -time secretariat

Our Terms of Reference:

A T cadvise Government and Parliament on matters, both
national and international, concerning pollution of the
environment, the adequacy of research in this field, and
future possibilities of danger to the environment .0
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A Published 28 reports and 4 special
reports to date
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Climate Change
AJK climate is already changing

AJK is projected to have warmer, drier summers and warmer,
wetter winters

AGlobal temperature could rise by as much as 4°C by 2100
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Climate change and adaptation

Aven if we reduce our greenhouse gas emissions we
will still need to adapt to the climate change from
historic greenhouse gas emissions

Anhat is adaptation?
Ao reduce exposure to the risk of damage

Ao develop the capacity to cope with
unavoidable damage

Ao take advantage of new opportunities
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The impact of climate change

AReduced water availability
and quality

Ancreased risk of drought
and floods

Ancreased rate of coastal
erosion

At will be impossible to
maintain status quo for
nature conservation
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Adaptation is difficult

A ocal impacts need local solutions
Ao end -point

AJncertainty about the magnitude and local impacts
of climate change

AComplex institutional arrangements

ANeed a step change in how address adaptation
traditional ways of working will not be enough

ANeed to build adaptive capacity, welcome progress
but more action needed
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The challenges for institutions

Uncertainty
Complexity
Path dependency

A

Equity and Efficiency
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Addressing the challenges

How to build adaptive capacity
1. Framing
2. Implementing

3. Learning
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Framing

Framing the question of adapting to climate change
Is difficult, easy to do wrongly. Five key elements:

AThe role of climate in relation to the key missions
of an institution

AThe role of other relevant actors in partnerships
ACompetition  with other goals

AThe tendency for  short -termism in decision -
making

A he existence of different values and interests
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Implementing
Making the decision to take action and then doing it
Key issues to consider:
AJp -scaling local and small scale initiative
AEnabling mechanisms for adaptation goals
AEngaging  public support
ACo-ordination  between actors
MResources i people, money and finance

Mistribution of costs



The Royal Commission
on Environmental Pollution

Learning

Learning is essential if the challenges of framing and
implementation are to be effective and manageable

Key elements include:

Arhe generation and sharing of information
AJse of information and knowledge

AStrategic memory and social learning

Annovative  approaches
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The circles of adaptive capacity
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