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Where do we stand in adapting the UK? 

CC

ÅScience

ÅPolitics

ÅPolicy



0

1

2

3

4

5

6

2000 2020 2040 2060 2080 2100

Whatever the pathway, some change 

is certain from past emissions 

Temp 

Rise

degC

Global Average Temperatures

Some change 

is certain 

Risk based 

planning

Avoid the 

worst



UK Climate Projections 09

Å They were used as a lever to 

stimulate more activity on 

adaptation and to highlight the 

ACC programme. 

Å Helping people to use tools like 

UKCP09 in the face of 

uncertainty is a developing area 

of work; as is looking 

communicating the strengths 

and weaknesses of different 

tools for decision making.
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One aim of UKCP09 was to stimulate thinking on possible ranges of 

impacts of future climate change.
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This Global change has significant 

impacts for the UK climate
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Significant changes between seasons; 

likely more floods and more droughts
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Politics - Defraôs new Ministers

Caroline Spelman

Secretary of State

Jim Paice

Minister of State for Agriculture and 
Food

Richard Benyon

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State 
for Environment and Fisheries 

Lord Henley 

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State



Politics - new Government priorities

ÅPublic spending

ÅLocalism

ÅNatural environment and farming

ÅAvoiding regulation



Policy - Overview of the ACC Programme

Å Adapting to Climate Change (ACC) is a cross-Government Programme 

set up in 2008

Å ACC works across Whitehall, the private & public sector, and at 

community/voluntary sector level.

Å Policy area and the programme, is relatively new in UK

Å UK seen as one of the world leaders in adaptation, with first class 

science backed by statutory and organisational strengths



Rationale has given us a clear 

programme structure.
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Climate Change Risk Assessment (CCRA)

Identify 
risks

(CCRA)

Identify 
options

(AEA)

Inform 
national 

programme

Implement

programme

Monitor 
& 

evaluate

Defra is required (under the Climate 

Change Act 2008) to carry out a UK wide 

assessment of the risks of climate change. 

Aims to help us:

ÇUnderstand the level of risk 

(likelihood and scale of impact) and 

compare the risk of a changing 

climate with other pressures on the 

government.

ÇPrioritise adaptation policy 

geographically, by sector and by 

cross cutting issues.

ÇAssess the costs and benefits of 

adaptation actions and support the 

case to resource these.



Key Sectors are being targeted

The venn diagram shows the 

methodology and criteria which were 

used to establish priority reporting 

authorities across the UK

91 reporting authorities have been 

Directed report between September 

2010 and November 2011
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