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Climate Change

Å Climate change is an environmental, development and 
security issue, i.e., it undermines:

Åpoverty alleviation and the livelihoods of the poor

Åhuman health

Åpersonal, national and regional security

Å Climate change is an inter - and intra -generational 
equity issue:

Ådeveloping countries and poor people in developing 
countries are the most vulnerable

Åthe actions of today will affect future generations



Climate Change Resilient Development

Requires cost - effective and equitable 
mitigation and adaptation 

Â Mitigation: While minimizing the emissions of 
greenhouse gases and transitioning to a low - carbon 
economy, access to affordable energy in developing 
countries is a pre - requisite for poverty alleviation and 
sustainable economic growth

Â Adaptation: Requires integrating current climate 
variability and projected changes in climate in sector 
and national economic planning while recognizing the 
aspirations of local communities



Climate Change

ÅThe composition of the atmosphere, and the 
Earthôs climate has changed, mostly due to 
human activities (highly certain), and is 
projected to continue to change, globally and 
regionally:
Å Increased greenhouse gases and aerosols

Å Warmer temperatures 

Å Changing precipitation patterns ïspatially and temporally

Å Higher sea levels ïhigher storm surges

Å Retreating mountain glaciers

Å Melting of the Greenland ice cap

Å Reduced arctic sea ice

Å More frequent extreme weather events

Å heat waves, floods and droughts

Å More intense cyclonic events, e,g., hurricanes in the Atlantic



Understanding and Attributing Climate Change


